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St. James’ Episcopal Church 
 

WELCOME! 
It is such a pleasure to have you with us today, and we would be so blessed to see you again!  
We are affirming of all people, including those of all races, ethnicities, genders, orientations, 
political views, ages, and backgrounds. You are welcome here. We hope your faith has been 
strengthened by your time here.   
 

Join us for Communion! 
All baptized individuals are welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church.  If you 
prefer not to receive, join us at the altar rail and cross your arms for a blessing.  Gluten-free 
bread is available as well, just ask!  Haven’t been baptized yet?  Speak to Father Mike to begin 
your life-changing celebration- you are never too old to be baptized in the church! 
 

How do I become a member? 
Being a member of St. James is easy! All you need to do is fill out our membership form and 
you are a member. If you are a confirmed Episcopalian moving from an Episcopal 
congregation, just simply contact our parish office (610-489-7564), give the Parish 
Administrator the name of your previous church, and we will contact your previous church 
for a Letter of Transfer. 
 
What if I am not an Episcopalian?  
You don’t need to be a confirmed Episcopalian to be a member of St. James’. You just need to 
have been baptized and send us a copy of your baptism. All this is on the membership form.  
 
How do I get a membership form? 
Just fill out the “white” welcome card that is in the pews and place it in the offertory plate as 
it is being passed. Once the office receives your card, we will send you a membership package 
in the mail. Once you have filled the forms, you can either mail them back to St. James’ or 
bring them with you to church and hand them to Fr. Mike after the service.  
 
What if I have never been baptized? 
Just let Fr. Mike know of your desire to be baptized and we will schedule a Sunday to do so. 
Baptism is a life-changing experience and one that is done with the community of believers 
here at St. James’.  At our baptism, we make promises to God that help us to live our lives as 
faithful followers of Christ. We the family of believers here at St. James’ will make promises 
also to uphold you in this endeavor and to support you in any way that we can.  
 

Let’s stay in touch! 
Not ready to commit to membership just yet?  That’s ok!  If you’d like to join our weekly 
“Happenings” email list, speak to Father Mike, or send an email to Sara Terenzi, our Office 
Admin, at office@stjames-episcopal.org 
 
 
  

Want more information? 
Scan the code to visit our 

“Visitor Information” page. 
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Pentecost V 
Proper 8 

The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
Sunday, June 28, 2026 

 
The Word of God 
 
PRELUDE "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" - Dale Wood 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN (8 and 10am only)  
TITLE: The Church's one foundation (Aurelia) (H 525) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) The people standing, the Celebrant says  
  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
KYRIE ELEISON (5pm only) 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

People Christ, have mercy. 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

SONG OF PRAISE (8 and 10am only) The following is sung, all standing  
TITLE: S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of 
spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS Please be seated for the readings 
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all 
the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, 
“Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and 
bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 
7But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 
8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and 
pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies 
peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has 
truly sent the prophet.” 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

 1Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing; * 
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; * 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

 
 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; * 
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 4‘I will establish your line forever, * 
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ” 

 
 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! * 
  they walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. 
 16They rejoice daily in your Name; * 
  they are jubilant in your righteousness. 

 
 17For you are the glory of their strength, * 
  and by your favor our might is exalted. 
 18Truly, the LORD is our ruler; * 
  the Holy One of Israel is our King. 

SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 
13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 
members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, 
since you are not under law but under grace. 
  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become 
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, 
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 
terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as 
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slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves 
to righteousness for sanctification. 
  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those 
things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 
advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN (8 and 10am only) All stand  

TITLE: Where cross the crowded ways of life (Gardiner) (H 609) 
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GOSPEL LESSON All stand  
 Matthew 10:40-42 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

[Jesus said,] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous 
person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water 
to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose 
their reward.” 
  

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON: The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards 

 
THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358) All stand  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



9 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE You may stand or kneel 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For Sean our Presiding Bishop, Daniel our Bishop, Fr. Mike our Priest; and for all bishops and 
other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For those on the St. James’ prayer list; Adele*, Alexis & Steven*, Amanda*, Angela*, Arlene, 
Art*, Ashton*, Beverly*, Brian, Carol*, Carson, Chris, Chris & Linda, Dana, David, Dennis, 
Donna, Eddie, Eliza*, Fran A.*, Fran R, Fred*, Gary*, Gene, Harry*, Jan*, Jean, Jeannine*, Joan, 
Joanne, Joanne & Kevin, Katherine,* Mike*, Kelly*, Laura, Lauren*, Laurie*, Linda, Marie, 
Melissa, Michael, the Mignogna family, Nancy, Nate*, Patricia, Patty, Ron, Sophie*, Susie, Tim*, 
the Wirth family, and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
sickness, or any other adversity. Are there others? 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom – 
especially Janard Andrew Clemente, in whose name these flowers are given. Are there others? 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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THE PEACE All stand  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE The Celebrant says  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 

OFFERTORY HYMN (8 and 10am only) All stand 
TITLE: King of glory, King of peace (General Seminary) (H 382) 
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DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 
SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361) The People remain standing  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 361) Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
SANCTUS (5pm spoken; 8 and 10am sung)  
TITLE: S 129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION The People stand or kneel   
The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

EPICLESIS (BCP p. 363) The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

FRACTION ANTHEM (5 PM SPOKEN) 
Celebrant: Alleluia, alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:      Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia, alleluia.  

TITLE: S 154 Christ our Passover (Hurd) (BCP p. 364) (8 and 10am sung) 

 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then 
immediately deliver it to the people. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS (8 and 10am only)  
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TITLE: I come with joy to meet my Lord (Land of Rest) (H 304) 
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TITLE: Blest are the pure in heart (Franconia) (H 656) 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 366)  

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 
your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to 
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN (8 and 10am only)  
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TITLE: Christ is made the sure foundation (Westminster Abbey) (H 518) 
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE:  "The Church's One Foundation" - Arr. Steven Scott 

 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A special announcement from Outreach House:  
We have been blessed with a strong & generous community which continues to step up 
and provide our clients with an abundance of grocery items. In the past, we have 
received a grant from the Diocese to cover the gaps; namely cleaning and hygiene 
products.  Unfortunately, we did not receive that grant for 2026.  St. James’ has 
decided to make up for that loss, but we will need the help of our congregation. 
There will be an ongoing need for: Paper Towels & Toilet Paper 
Items needed for June: Underwear – all sizes, men women, and children 

• Theology on Zoom will resume in September! 
• Christ and Coffee meets every Thursday at 11am in Platt’s Hall.  
• Chair Yoga with Janice – Tuesdays at 3:30, $10 Questions? Call Janice at 610-745-7867 
• Redner’s Save a Tape Program provides ongoing support to Outreach House. Drop 

boxes for tapes are available at the church in the marked bin above the coat racks outside 
the office and in the lobby and the gated donation area at Outreach House 

• If you are visiting us for the first time, please be sure to fill out the white card located 
in the front of your pew for more information about our Parish. 
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Confirmation / Reception opportunities: Any baptized individual may reaffirm their 
baptismal covenant and then be received into the Episcopal Church. The Rite offers individuals 
a chance to make a public profession of their faith and to tell the world that they intend to be 
a Christian in the Episcopal tradition. There will be three confirmation retreats, all on 
Saturdays, with the church  providing lunch.  You may choose from the below dates – please 
let Father Mike know as soon as possible!  See Happenings for additional info. 

-Saturday, August 15th – 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
-Saturday, September 19th – 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
-Saturday, September 27th – 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
 

 
 

 
 

We have 11 young people who are eligible for Pilgrimage in July 2027!! 
We are funding much of it, and asking for family contributions, but there is 
still a gap to be filled and scholarships we hope to offer. We are accepting donations via 
check (please add ‘pilgrimage’ in your memo section) or you may use the QR code for 
Vanco.   
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Our Mission is:  To know and serve God by serving others. 

                                  Worship has ended…Service Begins! 

MEDIA POLICY: St. James’ Episcopal Church 
regularly photographs, and video records our 
worship services and events.  Please note if you 
are attending our 10AM Worship Service you 
will be recorded on our live-stream broadcast. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards, D. Min., Rector – rector@stjames-episcopal.org 

For Pastoral Emergencies, please call Fr. Mike at 215-251-8856 
Lauren Exley, Director of Music and Christian Education – education@stjames-episcopal.org 

Sara Terenzi, Parish Administrator – office@stjames-episcopal.org 
Ronald Davis, Director of Music Emeritus 

Mr. Chris Mycek, Aspirant 
     

Restrooms are located through Platts Hall. Please use 
the door next to the altar to exit, go down the hallway 
to Platts Hall, located to the right. Follow the signs to 
the bathrooms through the far door. 
 
Coffee Hour is available following the 10am service. 
Please join us for a time of fellowship in Platts Hall. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Children belong here! We welcome their God-given 
wiggles, questions, and joyful sounds. Please walk 
through the aisles, feed the babies, and leave and re-
enter the service as you need. To assist families, we 
offer pew activity bags, a “pray-ground” in the back of 
the sanctuary, and a nursery space in Platts Hall.  

 
Drop-off Nursery Care with our paid staff is available 
throughout the 8am and 10am services. The Nursery is 
in Platts Hall. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
Church School is available for PreK – 12th grade during 
the 10am service (September – May.) Students are 
dismissed after the opening hymn and return for 
Communion. 
 
Youth Group for 6th – 12th grade meets monthly 
(September - May.) See the bulletin board outside the 
Sanctuary for the current schedule. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 5pm (spoken service) 

Sunday, 8am (with music) 
Sunday, 10am (with music and choir) 

Live-Stream available at 10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE 
Monday 
AA (7pm, Platt’s Hall) 
Tuesday 
Yoga with Janice (3:30 chair yoga, Platt’s Hall) 
Wednesday 
Veterans in Recovery Meeting (6:30pm, Platt’s 
Hall) 
Theology on Zoom (7:30pm, link in Happenings, 
Sept-May) 
Thursday 
Christ and Coffee (11am, Platt’s Hall) 
Scouts (7pm, Platt’s Hall and Downstairs) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal (7:30pm, Choir Room)  
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH VESTRY 
Rector’s Warden: Sue Rice | Vestry Secretary: Kathy Hutchinson | Treasurer: Mark Schultz | Education & 
Worship: Fr. Mike Communications & Fundraising: Bill Kilgour & Ryan Collins | Buildings & Grounds: Gene 
Goff & Tanya Millet | Fellowship: Sue Rice & Peggy Schiavo | New Member Ministry: Chris Mycek & Karen 
Anderson | Outreach Ministries: Candy Nyce & Barbara Bateman | Member at Large: Geoff Pinney 

 

OUTREACH HOUSE 
Interested in volunteering? See “Happenings” 
for our current schedule and sign-up links. 
 
Interested in becoming a client? Confidential 
assistance is available for parishioners. For 
more information, please speak with Fr. Mike. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


