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St. James’ Episcopal Church 
 

WELCOME! 
It is such a pleasure to have you with us today, and we would be so blessed to see you again!  
We are affirming of all people, including those of all races, ethnicities, genders, orientations, 
political views, ages, and backgrounds. You are welcome here. We hope your faith has been 
strengthened by your time here.   
 

Join us for Communion! 
All baptized individuals are welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church.  If you 
prefer not to receive, join us at the altar rail and cross your arms for a blessing.  Gluten-free 
bread is available as well, just ask!  Haven’t been baptized yet?  Speak to Father Mike to begin 
your life-changing celebration- you are never too old to be baptized in the church! 
 

How do I become a member? 
Being a member of St. James is easy! All you need to do is fill out our membership form and 
you are a member. If you are a confirmed Episcopalian moving from an Episcopal 
congregation, just simply contact our parish office (610-489-7564), give the Parish 
Administrator the name of your previous church, and we will contact your previous church 
for a Letter of Transfer. 
 
What if I am not an Episcopalian?  
You don’t need to be a confirmed Episcopalian to be a member of St. James’. You just need to 
have been baptized and send us a copy of your baptism. All this is on the membership form.  
 
How do I get a membership form? 
Just fill out the “white” welcome card that is in the pews and place it in the offertory plate as 
it is being passed. Once the office receives your card, we will send you a membership package 
in the mail. Once you have filled the forms, you can either mail them back to St. James’ or 
bring them with you to church and hand them to Fr. Mike after the service.  
 
What if I have never been baptized? 
Just let Fr. Mike know of your desire to be baptized and we will schedule a Sunday to do so. 
Baptism is a life-changing experience and one that is done with the community of believers 
here at St. James’.  At our baptism, we make promises to God that help us to live our lives as 
faithful followers of Christ. We the family of believers here at St. James’ will make promises 
also to uphold you in this endeavor and to support you in any way that we can.  
 

Let’s stay in touch! 
Not ready to commit to membership just yet?  That’s ok!  If you’d like to join our weekly 
“Happenings” email list, speak to Father Mike, or send an email to Sara Terenzi, our Office 
Admin, at office@stjames-episcopal.org 
 

 
  

Want more information? 
Scan the code to visit our 

“Visitor Information” page. 
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Easter VI  
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

Sunday, May 10, 2026 
 
The Word of God 
 
PRELUDE: "This is My Father's World" - Arr. Jason W. Krug 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
TITLE: H 416 For the beauty of the earth (Dix) 

 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) The people standing, the Celebrant says  
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) The Celebrant may say  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
KYRIE ELEISON (5pm only) 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

People Christ, have mercy. 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE (8 and 10am only) The following is sung, all standing  
TITLE: S 278 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Mathias) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 
and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS Please be seated for the readings 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to 
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inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 
and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he 
has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 66:7-18 
 7Bless our God, you peoples; * 
  make the voice of his praise to be heard, 
 8Who holds our souls in life, * 
  and will not allow our feet to slip. 
 
 9For you, O God, have proved us; * 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 10You brought us into the snare; * 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 
 11You let enemies ride over our heads; 
 we went through fire and water; * 
  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 12I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
 and will pay you my vows, * 
  which I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 
 13I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
 with the smoke of rams; * 
  I will give you oxen and goats. 
 14Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
  and I will tell you what he has done for me. 
 
 15I called out to him with my mouth, * 
  and his praise was on my tongue. 
 16If I had found evil in my heart, * 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
 
 17But in truth God has heard me; * 
  he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
 18Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
  nor withheld his love from me. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
A Reading from the First letter of Peter. 
13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
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15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness 
and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse 
you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered 
for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not 
as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN (8 and 10am only) All stand  
TITLE: More Love to Thee, O Christ (LEVAS 87) 
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GOSPEL LESSON All stand  
 John 14:15-21 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

[Jesus said,] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON: The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards 

THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358) All stand  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
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and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE You may stand or kneel 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation- especially Adele*, Alexis & Steven*, 
Angela*, Arlene, Art*, Ashton*, Beverly*, Carol*, Carson, Chris & Linda, Dana, David, Dennis, 
Donna, Eddie, Elaina, Eliza*, Fran A.*, Fran R, Fred*, Gary*, Geoff, Gene, Janet, Jean, Jeannine*, 
Jenny, Joan, Joanne, Joanne & Kevin, Katherine,* Mike*, Kelly*, Laura, Lauren*, Linda, Lucie, 
Marie, Michael, the Mignogna family, Olga, Patricia, Roberta, Ron, Sophie*, Susie, Tim*, the 
Wirth family, and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 
or any other adversity. Are there others? 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled- 
especially James & Isabelle Mathie, and Alvina & Thomas Lennox, in whose names the flowers 
are given- we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  Are there 
others? 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with 
you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of 
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that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE All stand  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE The Celebrant says  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN (8AM ONLY) As those of old their first fruits brought (Forest Green) (H 
705) 

 



11 
 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC (10 am only) 

"The Gift of Love" - Hal H. Hopson - St. James Adult Choir 

 
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 
SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361) The People remain standing  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 361) Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 
won for us everlasting life. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
SANCTUS (5pm spoken; 8 and 10am sung)  
TITLE: S 128 Holy, holy, holy (Mathias) 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION The People stand or kneel   
The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
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Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

EPICLESIS (BCP p. 363) The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

FRACTION ANTHEM (5pm spoken; 8 and 10am sung)  
Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 

People:      Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia! 

 
FRACTION ANTHEM (8 & 10 AM SUNG) S 171 Be known to us (Plainsong/Martens) (S 171) 
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INVITATION (BCP p. 364) The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then 
immediately deliver it to the people. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS (8 and 10am only)  
 
TITLE: O Love of God, how strong and true (Dunedin) (H 455) 
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TITLE: O Jesus, crowned with all renown (Kingsfold) (H 292) 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER ETERNAL GOD (BCP P. 365) 
 
Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN (8 and 10am only)  
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TITLE: All creatures of our God and King (Lasst uns erfreuen) (H 400) 

 

 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE "For the Beauty of the Earth" - Arr. Mark Hayes 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A special announcement from Outreach House:  
We have been blessed with a strong & generous community which continues to step up 
and provide our clients with an abundance of grocery items. In the past, we have 
received a grant from the Diocese to cover the gaps; namely cleaning and hygiene 
products.  Unfortunately, we did not receive that grant for 2026.  St. James’ has 
decided to make up for that loss, but we will need the help of our congregation. 
There will be an ongoing need for: Paper Towels & Toilet Paper 
Items needed for May: Baby Wipes, All-Purpose Cleaner 

• Join us for fellowship at a Foyer Gathering at Sandra & George Drexler’s home on May 
16th at 6:30pm. Bring an appetizer and drink to share. Please sign up on the bulletin 
board if attending.   

• The next book club gathering will be on June 9th at 11 am.  We will be discussing 
‘Eternal” by Lisa Scottoline.  Lunch to follow at Bella Rosy! 

• Theology on Zoom will resume in September! 
• Christ and Coffee meets every Thursday at 11am in Platt’s Hall.  
• Chair Yoga with Janice – Tuesdays at 3:30, $10 Questions? Call Janice at 610-745-7867 
• Redner’s Save a Tape Program provides ongoing support to Outreach House. Drop 

boxes for tapes are available at the church in the marked bin above the coat racks outside 
the office and in the lobby and the gated donation area at Outreach House 

• If you are visiting us for the first time, please be sure to fill out the white card located 
in the front of your pew for more information about our Parish. 
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Cofirmation / Reception opportunities: Any baptized individual may reaffirm their baptismal 
covenant and then be received into the Episcopal Church. The Rite offers individuals a chance 
to make a public profession of their faith and to tell the world that they intend to be a Christian 
in the Episcopal tradition. There will be three confirmation retreats, all on Saturdays, with the 
church  providing lunch.  You may choose from the below dates – please let Father Mike know 
as soon as possible!  See Happenings for additional info. 

-Saturday, August 15th – 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
-Saturday, September 19th – 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
-Saturday, September 27th – 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
 

 
 
We have 11 young people who are eligible for Pilgrimage in July 2027!! 
We are funding much of it, and asking for family contributions, but there is 
still a gap to be filled and scholarships we hope to offer. We are accepting 
donations via check (please add ‘pilgrimage’ in your memo section) or 
Vanco.   
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Our Mission is:  To know and serve God by serving others. 

                                  Worship has ended…Service Begins! 

MEDIA POLICY: St. James’ Episcopal Church 
regularly photographs, and video records our 
worship services and events.  Please note if you 
are attending our 10AM Worship Service you 
will be recorded on our live-stream broadcast. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards, D. Min., Rector – rector@stjames-episcopal.org 

For Pastoral Emergencies, please call Fr. Mike at 215-251-8856 
Lauren Exley, Director of Music and Christian Education – education@stjames-episcopal.org 

Sara Terenzi, Parish Administrator – office@stjames-episcopal.org 
Ronald Davis, Director of Music Emeritus 

Mr. Chris Mycek, Aspirant 
     

Restrooms are located through Platts Hall. Please use 
the door next to the altar to exit, go down the hallway 
to Platts Hall, located to the right. Follow the signs to 
the bathrooms through the far door. 
 
Coffee Hour is available following the 10am service. 
Please join us for a time of fellowship in Platts Hall. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Children belong here! We welcome their God-given 
wiggles, questions, and joyful sounds. Please walk 
through the aisles, feed the babies, and leave and re-
enter the service as you need. To assist families, we 
offer pew activity bags, a “pray-ground” in the back of 
the sanctuary, and a nursery space in Platts Hall.  

 
Drop-off Nursery Care with our paid staff is available 
throughout the 8am and 10am services. The Nursery is 
in Platts Hall. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
Church School is available for PreK – 12th grade during 
the 10am service (September – May.) Students are 
dismissed after the opening hymn and return for 
Communion. 
 
Youth Group for 6th – 12th grade meets monthly 
(September - May.) See the bulletin board outside the 
Sanctuary for the current schedule. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 5pm (spoken service) 

Sunday, 8am (with music) 
Sunday, 10am (with music and choir) 

Live-Stream available at 10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE 
Monday 
AA (7pm, Platt’s Hall) 
Tuesday 
Yoga with Janice (3:30 chair yoga, Platt’s Hall) 
Wednesday 
Veterans in Recovery Meeting (6:30pm, Platt’s 
Hall) 
Theology on Zoom (7:30pm, link in Happenings, 
Sept-May) 
Thursday 
Christ and Coffee (11am, Platt’s Hall) 
Scouts (7pm, Platt’s Hall and Downstairs) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal (7:30pm, Choir Room)  
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH VESTRY 
Rector’s Warden: Sue Rice | Vestry Secretary: Kathy Hutchinson | Treasurer: Mark Schultz | Education & 
Worship: Fr. Mike Communications & Fundraising: Janice Tabbut & Ryan Collins | Buildings & Grounds: 
Gene Goff | Fellowship: Tanya Millet & Peggy Schiavo | New Member Ministry: Chris Mycek & Geoff Pinney 
| Outreach Ministries: Candy Nyce & Barbara Bateman | Member at Large: Sharon Hansen 

 

OUTREACH HOUSE 
Interested in volunteering? See “Happenings” 
for our current schedule and sign-up links. 
 
Interested in becoming a client? Confidential 
assistance is available for parishioners. For 
more information, please speak with Fr. Mike. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


