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St. James’ Episcopal Church 
 

WELCOME! 
It is such a pleasure to have you with us today, and we would be so blessed to see you again!  
We are affirming of all people, including those of all races, ethnicities, genders, orientations, 
political views, ages, and backgrounds. You are welcome here. We hope your faith has been 
strengthened by your time here.   
 

Join us for Communion! 
All baptized individuals are welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church.  If you 
prefer not to receive, join us at the altar rail and cross your arms for a blessing.  Gluten-free 
bread is available as well, just ask!  Haven’t been baptized yet?  Speak to Father Mike to begin 
your life-changing celebration- you are never too old to be baptized in the church! 
 

How do I become a member? 
Being a member of St. James is easy! All you need to do is fill out our membership form and 
you are a member. If you are a confirmed Episcopalian moving from an Episcopal 
congregation, just simply contact our parish office (610-489-7564), give the Parish 
Administrator the name of your previous church, and we will contact your previous church 
for a Letter of Transfer. 
 
What if I am not an Episcopalian?  
You don’t need to be a confirmed Episcopalian to be a member of St. James’. You just need to 
have been baptized and send us a copy of your baptism. All this is on the membership form.  
 
How do I get a membership form? 
Just fill out the “white” welcome card that is in the pews and place it in the offertory plate as 
it is being passed. Once the office receives your card, we will send you a membership package 
in the mail. Once you have filled the forms, you can either mail them back to St. James’ or 
bring them with you to church and hand them to Fr. Mike after the service.  
 
What if I have never been baptized? 
Just let Fr. Mike know of your desire to be baptized and we will schedule a Sunday to do so. 
Baptism is a life-changing experience and one that is done with the community of believers 
here at St. James’.  At our baptism, we make promises to God that help us to live our lives as 
faithful followers of Christ. We the family of believers here at St. James’ will make promises 
also to uphold you in this endeavor and to support you in any way that we can.  
 

Let’s stay in touch! 
Not ready to commit to membership just yet?  That’s ok!  If you’d like to join our weekly 
“Happenings” email list, speak to Father Mike, or send an email to Sara Terenzi, our Office 
Admin, at office@stjames-episcopal.org 
 
 
  

Want more information? 
Scan the code to visit our 

“Visitor Information” page. 
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Advent IV  
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
Sunday, December 21, 2025 

 
The Word of God 
 
"Of the Father's Love Begotten" - Arr. David Cherwien  
 
Processional Hymn (8 and 10 am only) 
VERSES 1, 7 & 8 O come, O come, Emmanuel (Veni, veni, Emmanuel) (H 56) 

 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE Come, thou long-expected Jesus (Stuttgart) (H 66) 

 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at 
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Sing A Song of Christmas 

By Michael Barret & Joseph M. Martin 
Sung by St. James’ Adult Choir 

Narrated by Elizabeth Deacle and Charlotte Keenan 
 
“A Song of Christmas” 
 
Come and sing a song of Christmas. 
Sing a song of Jesus’ birth. 
Come and sing a song of Christmas. 
Come and praise Him, all the earth. 
 
Come and sing a song of Christmas. 
Sing about a Baby Boy. 
Come and sing a song of Christmas. 
Come and sing a song of joy.  
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Angels announced it to the shepherds on the hill. 
Their songs of praise rang through the night. 
The shepherds ran to worship Christ, the King; 
And there they found the world’s true Light. 
 
Come and sing a song of Christmas. 
Sing a song of Jesus’ birth. 
Come and sing a song of Christmas. 
Come and praise Him, all the earth. 
 
Come and sing a song of Christmas. 
Sing about a Baby Boy. 
Come and sing a song of Christmas. 
Come and sing a song of joy; 
 
And heaven and nature sing; 
And heaven and nature sing; 
And heaven and nature sing for joy. 
Come and sing a song of Christmas joy. 
Joy to the world! 

 
 
“Come, Emmanuel” 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel, 
The promised Son of David. 
 
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
And order all things far and nigh. 
To us the path of knowledge show,  
And cause us in Thy ways to go. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel, 
The promised Son of David. 
 
O come, Desire of nations, bind  
all people in one heart and mind. 
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease. 
Fill all of the world with heaven’s peace. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel, 
The promised Son of David. 
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O come, Emmanuel. 

 
 
 
“Prepare the Way” 
 
Sing we now the promise! 
Christ is coming soon! 
Sing we out in gladness! 
Christ is coming soon! 
 
Make a joyful noise. 
Lift high your heart and voice. 
Sing we now Hosanna!  
Christ is coming soon! 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert  
a highway for our God. 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. 
Prepare ye the way. 
 
Let every valley be exalted.  
Let every mighty mountain be brought low. 
The crooked be made straight. 
The rugged places plain. 
Let all the world prepare the way! 
Prepare the way! 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. 
 
Prepare ye the way! 
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“Call the Baby Jesus” 
Soloist: Val Coughlin 
 
Mary, you will have a Son.  
(Call the Baby Jesus.) 
He will be God’s holy One.  
(Call the Baby Jesus.) 
 
The lame will dance. The blind will see.  
(Call the Baby Jesus.) 
He will set His people free.  
(Call the Baby Jesus.) 
 
God has sent Emmanuel. 
Love has come with us to dwell. 
Let the whole world sing, “Noel.” 
Call the Baby Jesus. 
 
He’s the one who was foretold;  
(Call the Baby Jesus.) 
the perfect Lamb from heaven’s fold.  
(Call the Baby Jesus.) 
Hallelujah! 
 
Soon our eyes will see the sign.  
(Call the Baby Jesus.) 
A shining star will light the sky.  
(Call the Baby Jesus.) 
 
Let us sing forever more.  
Peace and love are now restored. 
Celebrate the coming Lord. 
Call the Baby Jesus. 
 
Mary, Joseph, and the Stable Animals will be invited by the narrators to join the stable scene 
for the remainer of the pageant.  

 
 
“Sleep, Little Lamb” 
 
In the cold of winter, 
on a cloudless night. 
Shepherds gazed upon Him 
in the pale moonlight; 
 
Eyes so full of wonder, 
hearts so rich with joy, 
quietly they praised Him, 
the precious Baby Boy. 
 
Quietly we praise You. 
Gently we adore You. 
Tenderly we lift our songs 



8 
 

to the newborn King. 
 
One day loud hosannas 
will praise the great I Am; 
but tonight, hearts whisper, 
“Sleep, little Lamb.” 
 
Tiny Babe, so holy, 
on this starry night. 
You bring peace to humankind. 
Peace be Yours tonight. 
 
Tiny Lamb, I love You. 
I would hold You close, 
As my Lord, You’ve held me 
so many times before. 
 
Quietly we praise You. 
Gently we adore You. 
Tenderly we lift our songs 
to the newborn King. 
 
One day loud hosannas 
will praise the great I Am; 
but tonight, hearts whisper,  
“Sleep, little Lamb.”  
 
Shepherds, Sheep, and Angels will be invited by the narrators to join the stable scene for the 
remainer of the pageant.  

 
 
“Come, Hear the Music” 
 
Come, hear the joyful music ringing. 
Come, hear the message that it brings. 
Come, hear the voice of angels singing. 
Gloria, gloria. Gloria, gloria. 
Glory, glory to the newborn King. 
 
Come, hear the joyful music ringing. 
Come, heart the message that it brings. 
Come, hear the voice of angels singing. 
Gloria, gloria. Gloria, gloria. 
Glory, glory to the newborn King. 
 
Joyful all ye nations rise. 
Join the triumph of the skies. 
With the angels let us sing, 
glory, glory to the newborn King. 
 
Come, hear the joyful music ringing. 
Come, hear the message that they bring. 
Come, hear the voice of angels singing. 
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Gloria, gloria. Gloria, gloria. 
Glory, glory to the newborn King. 
Glory, glory to the newborn King. 
 
The Three Wise People will be invited by the narrators to join the stable scene for the remainer 
of the pageant.  

 
 
“In Bethlehem” 
 
In Bethlehem, one wondrous night, 
darkness surrendered to glorious light. 
Even the shadows looked to the skies and took flight. 
The Morning Star had come, God’s only Son, in Bethlehem.  
 
In Bethlehem, God’s chosen town, 
silence surrendered to joyous sound. 
The songs of angels shouted the news all around. 
The Living Word had come, God’s only Son, in Bethlehem. 
 
In Bethlehem, a star was shining above.  
In Bethlehem, a song of born. 
In Bethlehem, God gave His promise of love, 
a love that lasts forever more. 
 
In Bethlehem, a Savior was born.  
Sorrow surrendered to peace evermore, 
for the Messiah came to heal and restore. 
The Prince of Peace had come, God’s only Son, in Bethlehem.  
 
Living word, Morning Star. 
God’s only Son, in Bethlehem. 

 
 
“Christmas Songs of Joy” 
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
O come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him. 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Come, all ye faithful. Run to the stable. 
Sing a song of Christmas. 
Let hearts be grateful. All who are able, 
sing a song of Christmas. 
 
Come, sing a song of joy. Sing a song of hope. 
Sing a song of peace. Sing a joyful  
glory, alleluia, glory, alleluia.  
Jesus Christ is born today. 
 
Come, all people, lift your voices. 
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There’s a new song in the air. 
Christ has come. The earth rejoices. 
Sing, for there is music to share. 
 
Christ has come. The stars are singing, 
bringing songs of truth and grace. 
Angels are winging. Valleys are ringing 
with the music of joyful praise. 
 
Christ has come. The stars are singing, 
bringing songs of truth and grace. 
Angels are winging. Valleys are ringing 
with the music of joyful praise. 
 
Christ is born! Sing for joy! 
 
 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:00 AM) 
 "Glory Hallelujah" - Arr. Cliff Duren - St. James’ Junior Choir  
 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
 
 
SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 367) 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 367) 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in 
him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge 
the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
SANCTUS S 129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell) (BCP p. 367) 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 368) 
The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 
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We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 
EPICLESIS (BCP p. 369) 
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. James and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM S 164 Jesus, Lamb of God (Schubert/Proulx) (BCP p. 364) 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace. 
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INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the 
people. 
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COMMUNION HYMN The angel Gabriel from heaven came (Gabriel's Message) (H 265)  
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COMMUNION HYMN Prepare the way, O Zion (Bereden väg för Herran) (H 65) 

COMMUNION HYMN Blest be the King whose coming (Valet will ich dir geben) (H 74) 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 

 

  



18 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN People, look East (Besançon Carol) (WLP 724) 

DISMISSAL 

  Alleluia, alleluia, Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

POSTLUDE  “Cold December Flies Away” – Arr. Elaine S. Dykstra 
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

One Item, One Family:  
Looking for a simple way to support the Outreach House? Bring one item for the 
Outreach House when you/your family attends service each week. This could be from 
your pantry shelf or picked up when you shop for your family each week. No need to 
worry about specific items needed. Outreach House can use all nonperishable foods, 
cleaning supplies, and personal care items. Take a shopping list from the display on 
the piano if you want suggestions. Put your donation in the marked shopping cart 
outside Fr. Mike’s office.  
Everyone bringing a little adds up to a lot for Outreach House clients. 

• Christmas Eve services will be held at 5p, 8p, and 10:30pm with dinner held at 6:30p.  
Turkey & ham will be served – please sign up for sides & desserts.  

• Christ & Coffee and Theology on Zoom are hosted weekly – please see Happenings for 
details and join us! 

• Chair Yoga with Janice – Tuesdays at 3:30, $10 Questions? Call Janice at 610-745-7867 
• Redner’s Save a Tape Program provides ongoing support to Outreach House. Drop 

boxes for tapes are available at the church in the marked bin above the coat racks outside 
the office and in the lobby and the gated donation area at Outreach House 

• If you are visiting us for the first time, please be sure to 
fill out the white card located in the front of your pew for 
more information about our Parish. 
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Our Mission is:  To know and serve God by serving others. 

                                  Worship has ended…Service Begins! 

MEDIA POLICY: St. James’ Episcopal Church 
regularly photographs, and video records our 
worship services and events.  Please note if you 
are attending our 10AM Worship Service you 
will be recorded on our live-stream broadcast. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards, D. Min., Rector – rector@stjames-episcopal.org 

For Pastoral Emergencies, please call Fr. Mike at 215-251-8856 
Lauren Exley, Director of Music and Christian Education – education@stjames-episcopal.org 

Sara Terenzi, Parish Administrator – office@stjames-episcopal.org 
Ronald Davis, Director of Music Emeritus 

Mr. Chris Mycek, Aspirant 
     

Restrooms are located through Platts Hall. Please use 
the door next to the altar to exit, go down the hallway 
to Platts Hall, located to the right. Follow the signs to 
the bathrooms through the far door. 
 
Coffee Hour is available following the 10am service. 
Please join us for a time of fellowship in Platts Hall. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Children belong here! We welcome their God-given 
wiggles, questions, and joyful sounds. Please walk 
through the aisles, feed the babies, and leave and re-
enter the service as you need. To assist families, we 
offer pew activity bags, a “pray-ground” in the back of 
the sanctuary, and a nursery space in Platts Hall.  

 
Drop-off Nursery Care with our paid staff is available 
throughout the 8am and 10am services. The Nursery is 
in Platts Hall. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
Church School is available for PreK – 12th grade during 
the 10am service (September – May.) Students are 
dismissed after the opening hymn and return for 
Communion. 
 
Youth Group for 6th – 12th grade meets monthly 
(September - May.) See the bulletin board outside the 
Sanctuary for the current schedule. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 5pm (spoken service) 

Sunday, 8am (with music) 
Sunday, 10am (with music and choir) 

Live-Stream available at 10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE 
Monday 
AA (7pm, Platt’s Hall) 
Tuesday 
Yoga with Janice (3:30 chair yoga, Platt’s Hall) 
Wednesday 
Veterans in Recovery Meeting (6:30pm, Platt’s 
Hall) 
Theology on Zoom (7:30pm, link in Happenings, 
Sept-May) 
Thursday 
Christ and Coffee (11am, Platt’s Hall) 
Scouts (7pm, Platt’s Hall and Downstairs) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal (7:30pm, Choir Room)  
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH VESTRY 
Rector’s Warden: Sue Rice | Vestry Secretary: Kathy Hutchinson | Treasurer: Mark Schultz | Education & 
Worship: Fr. Mike Communications & Fundraising: Janice Tabbut & Ryan Collins | Buildings & Grounds: 
Gene Goff & Geoff Pinney | Fellowship: Tanya Millet & Peggy Schiavo | New Member Ministry: Chris Mycek 
& Sharon Hansen | Outreach Ministries: Candy Nyce & Barbara Bateman 

 

OUTREACH HOUSE 
Interested in volunteering? See “Happenings” 
for our current schedule and sign-up links. 
 
Interested in becoming a client? Confidential 
assistance is available for parishioners. For 
more information, please speak with Fr. Mike. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


