
 

   

 
 

            The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 30, 2023 
  

5 PM: Saturday 
8 AM & 10 AM: Sunday  
Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 
  



2 | P a g e  
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, April 30, 2023 
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

 
The Word of God 
 
PRELUDE "God be Merciful to Me" and "Sheep May Safely Graze"  by J.S Bach 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN (8 and 10am only)  
TITLE: He is risen, he is risen (Unser Herrscher) (H 180) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) The people standing, the Celebrant says  
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
  

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) The Celebrant may say  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
KYRIE ELEISON (5pm only) 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

People Christ, have mercy. 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE (8 and 10am only) The following is sung, all standing  
TITLE: S 278 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Mathias) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his 
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS Please be seated for the readings 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
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apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, 
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

PSALM: Psalm 23 
 1The LORD is my shepherd; * 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 
 3He revives my soul * 
  and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I shall fear no evil; * 
  for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
 5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
  you have anointed my head with oil, 
  and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
A Reading from the First letter of Peter. 
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you 
do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 
and guardian of your souls. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN (8 and 10am only) All stand  
TITLE: Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless (St. Agnes) (H 343) 

 

 
GOSPEL LESSON All stand  
 John 10:1-10 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

[Jesus said,] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 
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  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” 
  

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

SERMON: The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards 

 
THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358) All stand  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE You may stand or kneel 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
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That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

We pray for those on the St. James' prayer list: Angela*, Arlene, Beverly*, Eliza*, Gene, Greg*, 
Ilene, Jan, Jay, Laura*, Maeve, Marie & Family, Marvin & Debbie*, Michele*, Patty, and all those 
who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

Are there others? (Pause for people to add petitions) 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially 
Arthur Leonard Runyan, in whose names the flowers are given.  

Are there others?  

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

 
CONCLUDING COLLECT 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
THE PEACE All stand  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE The Celebrant says  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 
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OFFERTORY HYMN (8AM ONLY) Savior, like a shepherd lead us (Sicilian Mariners) (H 708) 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC (10 am only) 

"My Shepherd Will Supply My Need" arr. John Rasley 

 
Choir Anthem: "My Shepherd Will Supply My Need" arr. by John M. Rasley 
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DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 
SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361) The People remain standing  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  

 
PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 361) Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 
won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS (5pm spoken; 8 and 10am sung)  
TITLE: S 128 Holy, holy, holy (Mathias) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION The People stand or kneel   
The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

EPICLESIS (BCP p. 363) The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
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thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

FRACTION ANTHEM (5pm spoken; 8 and 10am sung)  
TITLE: S 154 Christ our Passover (Hurd) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
INVITATION (BCP p. 364) The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then 
immediately deliver it to the people. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS (8 and 10am only)  
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TITLE: The Lord my God my shepherd is (Crimond) (H 663) 

 

 
TITLE: This is the hour of banquet and of song (Canticum refectionis) (H 316) 

 



14 | P a g e  
 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 366)  

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN (8 and 10am only)  
TITLE: The King of love my shepherd is (St. Columba) (H 645) 

 
 
  



15 | P a g e  
 

 

 
DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

 
POSTLUDE "Allegro, Voluntary" - G.F. Handel 

 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Outreach House Items for the Week: Canned Spaghetti (Spaghettios, Beefaroni), Spam 

• Christ and Coffee on Thursdays at 11 am in Platts’ Hall. 

• If there are urgent announcements, please fill out the Communications Request Form 
and submit it for publication in the weekly bulletin. 

• Remember that the prayer list resets itself every month. Please say aloud or silently to 
yourself when the prayers of the people ask “are there others?” 

• There will be a monthly Buildings & Grounds meeting in the Elementary Classroom on 
the second Sunday of each month, in between services.  

• ECW is hosting our Annual Afternoon Tea on Saturday, May 20th at 1:30 pm. All 
women of the church are welcome, as well as guests! Tickets are $25.00 per person, 
and will be available after all church services beginning on Saturday, April 22nd. Raffle 
tickets are also being sold for a Beau-TEA-ful Basket, with proceeds going to Heifer 
International. Raffle tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. The winner will be selected 
at the Tea, but need not be present to win.  
 

• The bulletin board just outside the sanctuary is now the St. James’ Art Gallery!  To 
participate, simply create a piece of art based on the posted prompt, which will be 
updated regularly, and pin your art to the board.  All ages are invited to participate! 
 

• The Outreach House is holding an underwear drive during the month of May.  All sizes 
of men’s, women’s, and kid’s new underwear will be accepted during “Undie Sundays!” 
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For Pastoral Emergencies please call Fr. Mike at 215-251-8856 
 

The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards, D. Min., Rector 
Lauren Exley, Director of Music and Christian Education  

Sara Terenzi, Parish Administrator 
Ronald Davis, Director of Music Emeritus 

 
Want to know more? Please fill in a welcome card (in the pew rack) and place it in the 

collection plate at the offertory for more information about St. James’.   
 

Gluten-Free communion bread is available: please indicate your need to the celebrant and it 
will be offered to you.  Please take the bread from the container yourself, as the celebrant’s 

hands have been in contact with wheat. 
 

Media Policy:  St. James’ Episcopal Church regularly photographs, and video records our 
worship services and events.  Please note if you are attending our 10AM Worship Service you 

will be recorded on our live-stream broadcast. 
 

St. James’ Episcopal Church Worship Services 
5PM Saturdays – Spoken Service 

8AM Sundays – Service with Music 
10AM Sundays – Service with Music, Choir and Live-Stream recording 

 
If you are not currently receiving our weekly email Happenings, and would like to, please 

email the office at:  office@stjames-episcopal.org to be added. 
 

• Children (and their sounds) aren’t just welcome in worship – they belong in worship! 
• God put the wiggles in children – you don’t need to suppress the wiggles! 
• Children want to experience worship – help them out by sitting towards the front! 
• Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you – so actively participate in worship! 
• All baptized Christians are invited to receive communion – including the littlest ones! 
• We understand if you need to leave worship with your child – but please come back 

when you are able. Every member of our community is important for worship!  
 

VESTRY 
Rector’s Warden: Sarah Deacle; People’s Warden: Marilyn Hastings; 
Vestry Secretary: Peggy Spinozzi; Outreach Ministries: Peggy Spinozzi, Barbara Bateman;  
Finance: Chuck Rogers, Janice Tabbut; Treasurer:  Phil Tatem; Parish Life: Rob Santmann, 
Sharon Hansen; Building & Grounds: Francois Spinguel, Gene Goff, Harry Cornog; Education: 
Fr. Mike Members at Large: Iva Ferrell, Marilyn Hastings 
 

Our Mission is:  To know and serve God by serving others. 
Worship has ended…Service Begins!. 

 

mailto:office@stjames-episcopal.org

