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Confirmation with Holy Communion 
Eucharistic Prayer A (Proper 25) 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 
 
 
PRELUDES:   Reflections on “The Valley of Peace” - Albin C. Whitworth 

You Are Mine – Arr. by Lloyd Larson    Soloists: Val Coughlin and Ron Davis 
 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN All stand 
Alleluia! sing to Jesus (Hyfrydol) (H 460) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 413) 
The people standing, the Bishop says 

Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

SALUTATION FOR BAPTISM (BCP p. 413) 
Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all. 
  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 413) 
Bishop The Lord be with you. 
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People And also with you. 
Bishop Let us pray. 
  

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we 
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-9 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
7Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the 
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.”  
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, 
together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with 
consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path 
in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my 
firstborn. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 126 
Remain seated. 
1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
  then were we like those who dream. 
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 
3Then they said among the nations, * 
  “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
4The LORD has done great things for us, * 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 
5Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
  like the watercourses of the Negev. 
6Those who sowed with tears * 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 
7Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 7:23-28 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Hebrews. 
23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 
continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 
25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he 
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always lives to make intercession for them.   26For it was fitting that we should have such a 
high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 
for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered 
himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the 
word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect 
forever. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN If thou but trust in God to guide thee (Wer nur den lieben Gott) (H 635) 
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GOSPEL: Mark 10:46-52 
All standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
46[Jesus and his disciples] came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were 
leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.47When 
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more 
loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And 
they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing 
off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want 
me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to 
him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him 
on the way. 
After the Gospel, the Reader says 

   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

THE SERMON:  The Rt. Rev. Daniel G.P. Gutiérrez 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
PRESENTATION (BCP p. 415) 
Bishop The Candidate(s) will now be presented. 
Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation. 
  

EXAMINATION (BCP p. 415) 
Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidate I do. 
Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidate I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 
  

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in 
Christ? 

People We will. 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant. 

 
THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT (BCP p. 416) 
Bishop 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Bishop 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Bishop 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and 
in the prayers? 
People 
I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 
Lord? 
People 
I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People 
I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People 
I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being? 
People 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES (BCP p. 417) 
The Bishop then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

Bishop Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

Bishop Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Bishop Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

Bishop Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

Bishop Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

Bishop Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

Bishop Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

A period of silence follows. 

Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you 
have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you 
have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you have made with 
them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you 
set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
LAYING ON OF HANDS (BCP p. 418) 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours for 
ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your everlasting 
kingdom. Amen. 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let 
your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your 
Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 419) 
The Peace is now exchanged 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359) 
All remain standing. 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
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That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest; especially Ron Millen and Frank & Edith Dergosits in whose 
names have been given. Are there others? (Pause so people may add their own petitions.) 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  We pray for those who are on the St. 
James' prayer list:  Angela, Anne, Beverly*, Bob*, Calvin, Carl, Carolane, Debbie, Duane*, 
Eliza*, Jerry, Jimmy, Lou*, Mimi*, Rick, Sally, Will.   Are there others? (Pause so people may 
add their own petitions.) 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 

 
ANTHEM:  Christ Be With Me – Composer Michael S. Bryson  Adult Choir 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361) 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
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People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 361) 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
show forth your glory in all the world. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
SANCTUS S 125 Holy, holy, holy (Proulx) (BCP p. 362) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 362) 
The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
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for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

EPICLESIS (BCP p. 363) 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM S 154 Christ our Passover (Hurd) (BCP p. 364) 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
The ministers receive the Sacrament and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

 
COMMUNION HYMN Just as I am, without one plea (Woodworth) (H 693) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Breathe on me, Breath of God (Nova Vita) (H 508) 

 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God (O heiliger Geist) (H 505) 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
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Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength 
and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 
The Bishop blesses the people. 

 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN O bless the Lord, my soul (St. Thomas (Williams)) (H 411) 

 

 
DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE:  Carillon Toccata – by Douglas E. Wagner 
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For Pastoral Emergencies please call Fr. Mike at 215-251-8856 
 

The Rev. Dr. Mike Sowards, D. Min., Rector 
The Rev. Deacon Louis Steffenhagen 

Lisa Reinhardt, Director of Communications and Parish Operations  
Lauren Exley, Director of Music and Christian Education  

Ronald Davis, Director of Music Emeritus 
Carole Exley, Outreach House Director 

 
Want to know more? Please fill in a welcome card (in the pew rack) and place it in the 

collection plate at the offertory for more information about St. James’.   
 

Gluten-Free communion bread is available: please indicate your need to the celebrant and it 
will be offered to you.  Please take the bread from the container yourself, as the celebrant’s 

hands have been in contact with wheat. 
 

Media Policy:  St. James’ Episcopal Church regularly photographs, and video records our 
worship services and events.  Please note if you are attending our 10AM Worship Service you 

will be recorded on our live-stream broadcast. 
 
 

St. James’ Episcopal Church Worship Services 
5PM Saturdays – Spoken Service 

8AM Sundays – Service with Music 
10AM Sundays – Service with Music, Choir and Live-Stream recording 

 
If you are not currently receiving our weekly email Happenings, and would like to, please 

email the office at:  office@stjames-episcopal.org to be added. 
 
 

VESTRY 
Rector’s Warden & Communications: Drew Beck; People’s Warden: Marilyn Hastings; 
Vestry Secretary: Peggy Spinozzi; Outreach Ministries: Peggy Spinozzi & Patty Earhart;  
Member Ministries: Bill Kilgour & Sarah Deacle; Finance: Josh Ilgen & Chuck Rogers; 
Treasurer:  Phil Tatem; Parish Life:  Ned Travis & Iva Ferrell; Building & Grounds: Maeve 
Vogan & Marc Wezner; Education: Fr. Mike 
 

 
Our Mission is:  To know and serve God by serving others. 

 

Worship has ended…Service Begins! 
 

mailto:office@stjames-episcopal.org

