
2019 Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes for St. James' 
June 28, 2020 

 
The St. James’ Annual Meeting was held via Zoom beginning at 6:04 p.m. on June 28th, 2020. All Vestry were in 
attendance, except Steve Jackson and Gene Goff, as well as other parishioners 
 
 
The meeting was kicked off by Drew Beck  
 

1. Drew reflected on our blessed year of 2019 and reviewed the Agenda. 
2. Drew made a motion to approve the Agenda as well as the 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes, which was approved 

by all. 
3. Father Mike gave recognition and thanks for the service of  Servants of St. James’, including Art Tinner, Jean Beers, 

Gene Goff, and Steve Folk. 
4. Drew reviewed the Vestry changes as well as Delegates to the Diocesan Convention and Deanery representatives. 

a. Joanne Tatem is retiring from the Vestry 
b. Maeve Vogan is joining the Vestry 

 
5. State of the Parish 

 
a. Father Mike reviewed our membership growth to 597 members by the end of 2019. 
b. Individual pledges have grown from about $200K in 2013 to $286K in 2020. 
c. Dale Pennapacker reviewed the growth in pledges as well as the growth budgeted Giving, as well as the 

growth in food donations for the Outreach House. 
d. Where the money goes in our budget was reviewed. 
e. Dale reviewed our audit of 2018. It was our 7th consecutive clean audit, and the parish is “fiscally sound”. 
f. The status of our Endowments was reviewed. $667K as of the end of 2019. 

 
1. Committee Reports 

a. Outreach – the programs continue to grow, and we moved into the new Outreach House in 2019. 
• Over 300 hours per month Outreach House volunteer hours. 
• Community Garden 
• St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen 

b. Education – in 2019 we had between 40-50 students each week in Church School. 
• 11 regular and 3 substitute teachers 
• Junior choir growing 
• Adult education by Father Mike and Dean Lou Steffenhagen 
• It was noted that we are hoping we can have the kids back in Church School this fall. 

c. Parish Life – our fundraiser events and opportunities for fellowship were reviewed. 
• Chicken BBQ and Ham & Oyster 

d. Many fellowship events continuing, including Coffee Hour, Foyer Gatherings, Good Book Club, Christmas 
Eve Dinner. 

e. Communications – we continued to grow and improve our online communications, utilizing our website, 
Facebook, as well as YouTube.  

• St. James’ featured recently in the December 2019 Lower Providence Living Magazine 
• It was noted that we are looking for a volunteer to help with our online activities going forward. 

f. New Member Ministry – we continued with our new member breakfasts, updating of the St. James’ 
directory, as well as the casserole brigade. 

• Working to connect with newcomers to the neighborhood. 
g. Buildings & Grounds – In 2019 we had substantial tree work across our campus, dealt with the sagging 

floors in the church. 
• New front entry and handrails installed. 
• It was noted that plans for repaving the church parking lot are in the works. 



h. Capital Campaign – the success of our Capital Campaign was reviewed. 
• Three key elements completed: 

1. New Construction – Outreach House 
2. HVAC Replacement 
3. Upgraded electrical systems 

• 54% of parish households have pledged. 
• It is a three-year campaign, with $385K received to date. 
• $24K additional non-pledged donations have been received so far. 

 
2. Father Mike wrapped up the meeting with some final thoughts and a Prayer. 

 
 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting concluded at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 

Jon Yenney 
Jon Yenney, Secretary of the Vestry   July 20, 2020  


